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WELCOME 
 
A very warm welcome to our Benefice and thank you for taking the time to learn about 

us.  We hope you enjoy reading our Profile and that it may encourage you to apply.  We 

believe that you will have the opportunity to grow in this post, to meet with God in new 

and surprising ways, and to enjoy the challenge with the support and care of the 

communities you will serve.  That challenge will energise, stimulate, delight and reward 

you.  We look forward to meeting you. 

 
In this Profile you will read about the life of our churches, one that has been enriched by 

this vacancy which has led us to reflect on and understand better our strengths and needs.  

It has encouraged more people to take on new roles and responsibilities, explore fresh 

initiatives together and forge exciting links and friendships across the Benefice as a whole. 

 

OUR VISION 
 

Our vision for our churches is to come together to: 

 
‘Live the story’ as disciples of Jesus Christ, and grow spiritually and numerically 
 
We seek to grow in faith in our everyday lives, being challenged and nurtured in our 

belief and understanding.  We seek to bring others into the family of God.  Are you 

someone who is able to nurture, develop and release the gifts of all of us to build up the 

kingdom of God in this place? 

Engage with and encounter Christ and his creation  
As we grow in the knowledge and love of God through prayer, study and worship, this 

will enable us to reach out and welcome those around us; to serve Christ in “Stranger, 

friends, street and field”.  Together we will explore ways of becoming a respectful and 

sustainable community, supporting our farmers and raising awareness about how we 

all have an impact on God’s creation.   

Look outwards, caring for the whole people of God in this place: a space for 
everyone  
Excited by the potential of everyone to keep growing in faith, we will welcome you as 

companion and guide on this shared pilgrimage, drawing people of every age, 

background and experience who seek meaning, inspiration, care, comfort and 

friendship, into a living relationship with Christ. 

With you we will work to flourish as a Benefice without borders: opening our buildings 

to the entire community; going out to meet those in need; welcoming all who come to us 

and taking everyone on a lifelong journey of faith. 

 
As you read this profile, we hope that our vision will become clearer in this account of 

who we are and what we do.  
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WHO ARE WE LOOKING FOR? 
 
At our recent Vision Event, attended by members of all three parishes, we identified 

these key tasks and skills: 

 
Living and teaching the faith 

 

• Being an example of and promoting a prayer-centred life; 

• Knowing, loving, leading, caring for others; 

• Becoming a powerful advocate for the protection and preservation of God’s 

creation; 

• Being a visible, approachable presence in the communities we serve; 

• Seeing and valuing the potential of all, inspiring others to engage, participate and 

grow in faith; 

• Respecting difference, nurturing diversity. 
 

Building and working with the church community 
 

• Sustaining current partnerships, growing new ones: identifying and supporting 

those in need; 

• Encouraging the development of an effective, varied, receptive Benefice; 

• Growing our work with families and young people of all ages; 

• Supporting the building of Christian Distinctiveness in our schools. 

 

Leadership and management 
 

• Showing clear, effective, responsive leadership: valuing collaboration, delegation 

and flexibility; 

• Building effective communication – personally, publicly, institutionally; 

• Listening with empathy and openness; 

• Working with focus, resilience and open-mindedness – knowing when to ask for 

support; 

• Balancing substantial ministerial demands with personal well-being, needs and 

growth. 
 

Key qualities 

 

“Be watchful, stand firm in the faith; be courageous; be strong. Do everything in 

love.” 1 Corinthians 16:13‒14.  
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CONTEXT  
 
Our Benefice comprises three villages in North Somerset on the boundary of Bristol, a 

vibrant and cosmopolitan city with great opportunities to enjoy the arts, sports, retail 

and culture.  Excellent transport links include cycle paths, a Park and Ride nearby, an 

extensive rural footpath network, excellent road and railway links to other major cities 

and an international airport.  There is easy access to the Mendip Hills, the Somerset 

Levels, Bath and a range of seaside towns on the Bristol Channel. 

Our villages share a rural history and background but local (largely private) housing is 

increasingly occupied by young families with parents commuting to work in Bristol.  

Many have moved from the city and sustain links with their previous churches.  A key 

challenge is to build upon the strong sense of belonging that exists in our churches in 

order to attract new worshippers of all ages, particularly the young.  We feel it is vital 

for us to support work to develop inclusive communities where all feel involved and 

cared for.  

 

 

Long Ashton is the largest village in the Benefice with a well-

developed infrastructure and a population of 6,000.  It has a Post 

Office, shops, pubs, restaurants, dentist and doctors’ surgeries, 

community centre and 

association, a community 

cinema and monthly village 

market.  Among its many 

interest groups, there is an 

active youth club, Guides and 

Scouts, junior football club, 

WI, bowls club and other 

sports facilities nearby.  A village newsletter, 

published by the Parish Council and distributed free 

to all homes, reflects the breadth of societies, 

activities and classes on offer.  Village market, Long Ashton 

The greatest need of your village… 

“To offer a sense of community cohesion and a feeling of being in a safe, welcoming community.” 

“Be a visible, can-do church.” 

“To feel like a cohesive village community, and not just an extension of Bristol.” 

“Bring Christian values to the secular.” 
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Barrow Gurney has a population of around 300. Once an estate village, with many of its 

properties modelled on the Arts and Crafts Movement, it is firmly rooted in the farming 

community.  The village hall hosts an annual flower 

show, a summer barbecue, Harvest Supper and 

community fundraising events.  There is also a 

traditional country pub, village green and children’s 

play area, an active WI, village and parish committees, 

community maintenance days and a recently revived 

arts festival.  These, along with a much-used residents’ 

Google group, all contribute to a strong sense of 

community. 

Flax Bourton is home to around 1,000 people 

living mostly in two areas: an old settlement 

bordering the main road and a new development 

situated at the parish boundary towards Long 

Ashton.  It has a pub, sports field, cricket club and 

modern village hall that hosts an active toddler 

group and a variety of community events.  The 

popular North Somerset Agricultural Show takes 

place annually in the parish, strengthening the link with our farming communities. 

 

Schools in the Benefice 
 
The Benefice is extremely well served by three primary schools, two of which are C of E 

schools within a Multi-academy Trust.  The Rector, if they wish, will have the 

opportunity to become an ex-officio Governor of Northleaze C of E Primary School in 

Long Ashton.  It was judged in its last SIAMS Inspection to be ‘Excellent’ and ‘Good’ by 

Ofsted.  Flax Bourton C of E school is rated ‘Outstanding’ by Ofsted and SIAMS.  There is 

a variety of secondary and tertiary education, both in nearby villages and in the city of 

Bristol. 

 

 
Long Ashton Vicarage 
 
You will be living in the Vicarage in Long Ashton, 

currently undergoing extensive renovation and 

redecoration to provide a comfortable home 

with a brand new kitchen and bathrooms, five 

bedrooms, a dining room and a large sitting 

room overlooking an extensive and private 

garden.  There is also a study large enough to 

host meetings and/or consultations.  The 

property has a number of outbuildings, a garage and ample parking.  It sits between 

fields on a working farm and All Saints Church, with Ashton Court and its beautiful 

parkland open to the public nearby.    
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PARISH WORSHIP 

The Benefice was created around ten years ago, and the existing pattern of Sunday 

worship and midweek activities has continued largely in parallel between Long Ashton 

and the Worshipping Community of Barrow Gurney and Flax Bourton.  However, some 

activities, such as Lent groups, study days, the World Day of Prayer and an annual 

Rogation Sunday service held at a local farm, have been organised together for many years. 

During this vacancy we have collaborated further, holding joint services on Ash 

Wednesday, Good Friday and Easter Eve.  But we cannot be complacent: a recent 

consultation confirms the need to explore fresh models of worship, particularly those 

more attractive and accessible to young people, from toddlers to school leavers.  All 

parishes enjoy good relationships with the wider interdenominational group of 

churches locally and are happy to work together.  

One of the pivotal qualities we are seeking in a new Rector is the capacity to be able to 

take a group of cooperating individuals and draw them into a collaborative team that 

becomes more than the sum of its parts – a team retaining the current rich diversity and 

distinctiveness of individual parishes in the Benefice while sharing ministerial gifts 

more effectively and creatively.  Reassurance may be needed to allay fear in some 

quarters that working more closely together would result in a homogenised loss of 

identity.  A joint meeting of the three PCCs during the vacancy has recognised a growing 

willingness to work together.  

 
 
Long Ashton 
 
As a semi-rural Anglican church we have a wide 

spectrum of churchmanship within the 

congregation: people of faith who have a sense 

of the mystery and love of God and seek to 

express it in service of their church and 

neighbours.  Our acts of worship reflect this 

diversity.   

At All Saints Parish Communion on a Sunday, the 

choir robe and process; the sermon is preached 

by one of the clergy or Readers; intercessions 

are lay led and the chalices are administered by 

the Deacon and authorised lay people.  Liturgical 

seasons and the Lectionary are followed, with 

vestments and altar frontals changed 

accordingly.  The Sacrament is reserved for the sick or housebound.  When there is a 

fifth Sunday in the month, the service is held at the Church of the Ascension, Keedwell 

Hill (usually referred to as Keedwell Church). 
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On the second Sunday each month, the 

principal act of worship at All Saints is 

a non-Eucharistic Family Service; 

however, it does not seem to attract 

many families.     

On the third Sunday of each month, 

many more families and children come 

to ‘Sunday Breakfast @9’ in an 

informal café-style setting at Keedwell 

Church, and enjoy bacon butties, 

pastries and coffee.  Through story, 

drama, music, talk and prayer we 

encourage all ages to participate, have 

fun and to grow in faith. 

On most Sundays there is an 8.00am BCP 

Holy Communion (said).  Midweek CW 

Communion is celebrated on Fridays at 

10.30am at Keedwell Church; also on Ash 

Wednesday with imposition of ashes, on 

Maundy Thursday, on Ascension Day and 

Christmas Midnight Communion. 

 

Music is a strong part of parish life and 

the church choir leads our singing at the 

Parish Communion, which usually 

includes an anthem. We also have an 

experienced team of keen bellringers. 
  

Sunday Breakfast @9 at Keedwell Church 

Pentecost 2018 – with balloons! 

Regular robed choir and organist at All Saints 
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The Worshipping Community of Barrow Gurney and Flax Bourton 
 
The designation ‘The Worshipping 

Community of…’ indicates that all worship is 

shared.  The normal pattern is that services 

take place at Barrow Gurney on even-dated 

Sundays (6th, 14th, etc.) and at Flax Bourton 

on odd-dated ones.  Although the main 

10.00am service is always Eucharistic, and 

vestments are worn, worship encompasses a 

continually evolving range of styles, 

including café church Communion.  There 

is lay involvement throughout each 

service, including the monthly laying on of 

hands. 

Additionally, there is an 11.00am Toddlers’ 

Service at Flax Bourton on the first Sunday 

of the month, a monthly 8.30am BCP 

Communion, also at Flax Bourton, and the 

fourth Sunday follows an all-age format, 

breaking at the Peace for refreshments.  
 

Festivals, the liturgical calendar and 

lectionary are fully observed while many 

saints’ days are celebrated.  There are two 

monthly prayer services, one 

predominantly silent, the other,  
 
 

which may take place outside, seasonally 

includes Stations of the Cross and Stations 

of the Resurrection.  Rogation Sunday 

Service, hosted by a local farm, is now 

offered for the whole Benefice, while 

Plough Sunday is also observed, with the 

Clypping Service on Mothering Sunday and 

a Pet Service held in Flax Bourton School.  

The Sacrament is reserved in Flax Bourton 

Church for both parishes.  

Rogation Sunday Service, Birches Farm 

Sunday worship at Barrow Gurney 

Flax Bourton Church 

Café Church Communion at Flax Bourton 

Rogation Service, Birches Farm 
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Regular services 

 

Service 
Pattern 

Weekday  
services 

Sunday 1 Sunday 2 Sunday 3 Sunday 4 Sunday 5 

Long Ashton 
 
 

10.30am 
Every Friday 
@ Keedwell 
weekday 
Communion 
 
Come Aside 
1st Tuesday 
of the month 
@ 2.30pm, 1 
Rayens Close 
 
Holding the 
World in 
Prayer 4th 
Thursday of 
the month @ 
2.30pm, 1 
Rayens Close 
 

8.00am Holy 
Communion 
All Saints 
 
10.00am 
Family 
Communion 
All Saints 

8.00am Holy 
Communion 
All Saints 
 
10.00 Family 
Service All 
Saints 

9.00am 
Sunday 
Breakfast  
@ Keedwell 
Church 
 
10.30am 
Family 
Communion 
All Saints 

8.00am Holy 
Communion 
All Saints 
 
10.00am 
Family 
Communion  
All Saints 

10.00am 
Family 
Communion 
@ Keedwell 
Church 

 

Flax Bourton 
on odd dates 
in the 
month; 
Barrow 
Gurney even 
dates  

Guided 
meditation 
7.30pm 
usually 3rd 
Wednesday 
@ Flax 
Bourton in 
Winter or 
Barrow 
Gurney in 
Summer 

10.00am 
Family 
Communion 
with Art and 
Soul activity 
for children 

10.00am 
Family 
Communion 
with Healing; 
Art and Soul 
activity for 
children* 

10.00am 
Family 
Communion 
with Art and 
Soul activity 
for children 

10.00am 
Two-Stage 
All-Age 
Communion 
Service with 
pause for 
refreshment 
after the 
peace 

10.00am 
Family 
Communion 
with Art and 
Soul activity 
for children 

Flax Bourton Guided silent 
prayer 
2.00pm 2nd 
Thursday @ 
Flax Bourton 

11.00 am 
Elevenses for 
younger 
children and 
their families 

* Currently 
when Sunday 
2 is at Flax 
Bourton we 
are trialling 
an all-age 
café style 
Communion 
service 

8.30am 
Holy 
Communion 
(Sometimes 
moves to 
Sunday 2) 

  

 
*  The services in Flax Bourton and Barrow Gurney are fairly flexible and changes to the standard 

pattern are shown in the parish magazine. There is a Facebook post towards the end of each week 

to say what is happening, where and when.  
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Occasional services 

 Baptisms Weddings Funerals 

Long Ashton 
All Saints 

2016     19 
2017     11 
2018     10 

2016     9 
2017     2 
2018     4 

2016     19 
2017     14 
2018     13 
 

Flax Bourton  
St Michael and All 
Angels  

2016     2 
2017     3 
2018     0 

2016     0 
2017     0 
2018     0 

2016     1 
2017     0 
2018     0 
 

Barrow Gurney 
St Mary and St 
Edward 

2016     0 
2017     6 
2018     0 

2016     1 
2017     2 
2018     0 

2016     1 
2017     2 
2018     0 
 

 

MINISTRY TEAM 
 
The Rector is supported in Long Ashton by a retired Priest (Stuart Taylor), a 

permanent Deacon (David Mumford), a Reader (Janet Turp) and an emeritus Reader 

(Jill Watkins).  We employ a parish 

administrator who works at Church 

House from 9.00am to 1.00pm, four 

days a week.  The PCC has a full 

membership including two 

churchwardens, a secretary (non-

voting) and a treasurer, and we are 

represented on Diocesan and Deanery 

Synods. Requests for help with a 

variety of tasks are always met 

cheerfully and supportively by a 

talented and committed congregation.  

The church employs an organist, a 

choir director, a part-time caretaker 

and two vergers. 

 

 

L to R: Janet Turp, Jill Watkins, Stuart Taylor, David 
Mumford, Richard Greatrex, Peter Crawford 
Richard Greatrex, Peter Crawford 

What do you think the church can do to serve your community? 

“Keep in contact with all age groups.” 

“Clergy need to know the needs of individuals.” 

“It could become a focal point of environmental and poverty issues as well as spiritual ones.” 
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Barrow Gurney and Flax Bourton has a Benefice Associate Priest (Richard Greatrex), 

who has a house-for-duty position and who works full-time in Bristol, lives in Flax 

Bourton Rectory and has been in post since 2006.  There is a Reader (Peter Crawford), 

who also has a ministry in Canada, and an organist.  Each parish has one churchwarden 

plus treasurer, secretary, PCC members and Deanery Synod representatives.   

The two parishes have long worked closely together, pooling resources and dividing 

their parish share.  While each parish has its own PCC, meeting four times a year to 

handle ‘bricks and mortar’ issues, there is also a Joint PCC holding quarterly meetings to 

address matters of mission, ministry and vision. 

 

 

 

 

                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peter Crawford (Reader) and Alison Crawford 

(churchwarden): Flax Bourton 

Barrow Gurney PCC (L to R):  
Pat Leighton,  

Nigel Sommerville,  
Virginia Gibbs,  

Richard Burningham,  
Jan Kershaw 

Flax Bourton PCC (L to R): Mel James, Mike Eustace,  
Viv Radford, Ruth Newton, Elizabeth Vaughan 

Long Ashton PCC  
(anticlockwise from top L):  
Neil Turp, Janet Turp,  
Ann Skerratt, Ian Skerratt,  
Fran Elloway, Gill Miles,  
Rob Cobley, Fiona Cunningham,  
Carolyn Conolly, Stewart Gimber,  
Wendy Staff, David Mumford,  
Angela Neale, Tony Miles, 
Jill Watkins, Mike Crabtree 
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Benefice Associate Priest 

The new Rector will work closely with Richard Greatrex.  

Alongside his ministry as a parish priest, Richard is a 

theological bookseller and freelance writer whose first book, 

Stations of the Resurrection: From Easter to Pentecost, was 

published in 2019.  Rooted firmly in the Sacramental 

tradition, he has a particular interest in liturgy and the arts, 

often using aspects of secular culture to illuminate elements 

of faith.  With a lively sense of humour and a lifelong interest 

in British natural history, other passions include the Great 

Western Railway and post-punk music – all of which regularly infiltrate his sermons.  

Richard and his wife, Mary-Jane, live in the Rectory in Flax Bourton. 

 

CONGREGATIONAL NUMBERS 

Church Electoral Roll Congregational size 

Long Ashton  
All Saints 

115 70 

Flax Bourton 
St Michael and All Angels 

50 34 

Barrow Gurney 
St Mary and St  
Edward 

34 24 

 

 

  

Some ‘Good Shepherd crosses’ for Holy Cross Day, crafted during a Café  

Church Communion  
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PARISH ACTIVITIES 

 

Long Ashton 
 
All Saints Church is committed to ‘growing faith where 

life happens’.  We run very popular monthly lunch clubs 

held in Church House and afternoon teas in the Angel Inn.  

Village lunches are provided throughout Lent and 

Harvest each year.  Engaging more people in such work is 

a priority. 

 

We have close links with Hebron Evangelical Church, 

launching together a very successful Toddler Group and 

supporting their Messy Church.  We host the annual 

village Remembrance Service and Christmas carol 

services.  Christingle and Crib Services regularly attract over 300 people, while 

Northleaze School celebrates the end of every 

other term with a service in church.  All Saints 

also hosts musical events, fairs and tours ‒ a 

successful Festival of Music and Flowers was 

held in June this year – and we have strong 

links with local Scouts and Guide groups.  There 

is an excellent monthly parish magazine and an 

attractive and informative website: 

www.allsaintsla.org.uk.  Monthly, there are two 

prayer meetings and two thriving home groups. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

‘Come and See’ Toddler Group in Keedwell Church 

Parish 24 Hours Away, November 2018 
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Barrow Gurney and Flax Bourton 

Together the parishes of Barrow Gurney and Flax Bourton strive to be a Worshipping 

Community that cares for all people of God, looks outwards and continues to engage 

with our villages, our Benefice, Deanery and Diocese. 

 
A study group (Lighten Our Darkness) meets to share reading and to pray Compline 

together.  Worshipping Community members are involved in Flax Bourton Primary 

School on a number of levels: Richard Greatrex regularly leads assemblies, while each 

term individual classes come to the church for worship and lessons.  The school is 

thriving and growing having recently joined a Multi-academy Trust. 

One of our most popular monthly activities 

is the Souper Ploughman’s Lunch, which 

brings together people of all ages – 

including classes from school – for a simple 

meal and conversation.  Barrow Gurney 

Church is used for concerts, Flax Bourton 

Church hosts regular community meals, a 

bi-annual art exhibition, an annual craft 

fair and is the home of Crafty Chat, a 

church-based group that meets during the 

winter to explore a variety of crafts 

informally.  Both churches were key 

venues and strong supporters in 2019 of 

the revived Barrow Flax Festival of 

music and arts. 

Over 300 monthly combined parish magazines are distributed across Flax Bourton and 

Barrow Gurney.  There is also a well-used Worshipping Community Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/BarrowGurney.FlaxBourton.Churches as well as a blog 

https://radianceonline.wordpress.com/ that offers space for sermons, spiritual 

reflections and some news. 

  

Bi-annual art exhibition, Flax Bourton church 

Craft fair, Flax Bourton Church 

https://www.facebook.com/BarrowGurney.FlaxBourton.Churches
https://radianceonline.wordpress.com/
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Ecumenical links 

A well-attended Lent Course runs across the Benefice and beyond as part of our local 

Churches Together initiative.  The parishes are active members of Churches Together in 

Backwell and area, which includes local Roman Catholic, Methodist and Baptist 

communities who host ecumenical events.  The ordained ministers of our Benefice, 

Backwell Parish Church and West Town 

Methodist Church meet regularly for mutual 

encouragement and to explore joint initiatives. 

 

All three parishes strongly support the ministry 

of the Community of the Sisters of the Church in 

St Paul’s, Bristol.  The Sisters see up to 300 

people each week from the most disadvantaged 

district of the city who come for food and 

companionship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHILDREN’S VOICES 

Are you “Funny, ginger, peaceful, bubbly and 

environmentally friendly”? 

Do you have “A grandad and pets”? 

Do you enjoy “Hobbies such as praying and hockey”? 

Do you know “Some good party games and how to 

make sweets”? 

Can you “Let us ring the bells . . . Make church fun . . . 

Make church exciting . . . Make it easy for children to 

understand . . . Make Jesus come back”? 

Will you “Encourage us to speak with people who do 

not have all their body parts”? 

 

If you can answer ‘yes’ to most of these questions, then you are just what the children of 

our Benefice are looking for! 

Changes you would like to see… 

“Better provision for children and young families.” 

“Be more mindful of the elderly who used to go to church.” 

“Find ways to get young people involved.” 
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These ideas are taken from the responses to pupil consultations held in both of the 

Benefice C of E primary schools.  They reflect the love of the children for the previous 

incumbent and for the current priest in Flax Bourton; their desire is that the new Rector 

plays a prominent role in the life of the schools; and, most importantly, that when they 

go to church they feel happy, engaged and excited.  Significantly, the staff of both schools 

share those sentiments and you will receive a very warm welcome in staff rooms, 

classrooms and collective worship. 

During the vacancy a team from All Saints 

have implemented a popular and 

successful ‘Open the Book’ programme 

and Richard Greatrex has ensured that 

visits to Northleaze School from a priest 

have continued.  All three parishes are 

developing new forms of worship to 

attract children and young families and 

there is an established pattern of school 

services in church.  In carrying on and 

expanding this vital work you will be 

building on firm foundations. 

Our consultations did not capture the voices of teenagers, reflecting a notable gap in our 

church community and the need for new ways of addressing it. 

 

FINANCIAL MATTERS 

All three parishes have separate treasurers and accounts.  Barrow Gurney and Flax 

Bourton combine their parish share (£26,982 in 2018) while Long Ashton pays 

independently (£78,739 in 2018).  From 2020 they will all be in Band C.  (Previously 

Long Ashton PCC had elected to move up to Band B but this honourable aspiration has 

not been possible to fulfil in recent years, even with regular stewardship initiatives.)  

Each parish is blessed with a number of residents who rarely attend but donate 

generously to specific projects because they value the church as an important part of 

village life.  All churches work very hard at stewardship, support a variety of charities 

and run many fundraising events.  The PCCs pay necessary expenses in line with C of E 

guidelines. 

In Long Ashton the challenge is to raise funds to sustain and expand mission, keep three 

buildings in a state of good repair, and meet the parish share.  At All Saints a 

commitment to environmentally sustainable planning has resulted in the installation of 

solar panels on the church roof and an air-source heat pump running low temperature 

radiators.  Plans to extend this to run underfloor heating under a stone floor, replacing 

the wooden floor, have been put on hold to allow us to reconsider our financial and 

missionary priorities.    

Children’s Corner at All Saints 
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BUILDINGS 

Long Ashton 

All Saints Church is 

a fine medieval 

building in a 

tranquil setting at 

the north-east end 

of the village.  The 

present church was 

built around 1380 

on Norman 

foundations.  Its 

interior owes much 

to the Victorian 

refurbishment.  

Significant features 

include a fifteenth-

century rood screen; 

notable thirteenth- and fifteenth-century tombs; historic bells; many fine examples of 

stained-glass windows; and a splendid conversion of the tower twenty years ago 

creating a kitchen, from which we serve refreshments after services, and an upstairs 

meeting room. 

 

The Church of the Ascension (Keedwell Church) is a single-storey brick building 

dedicated in 1961.  It has a kitchen, a vestry with toilet facilities, and a large hall with 

flexible seating.  It is sited near the centre of the village and was built for church 

services and community use. 

 

Church House is a substantial 

Edwardian building incorporating the 

church office.  A fully equipped kitchen 

and large hall make it an ideal venue 

for church functions (e.g. Harvest 

Supper and Seder Meal on Maundy 

Thursday).  Offices are let to 

businesses, village organisations and 

societies, bringing support to our 

mission of about £15,000 per annum.  

The terms under which it was gifted to 

the church make it a potential capital 

asset. 

 
Lunch Club at Church House 
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Barrow Gurney 

The Parish Church of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary and St Edward, King and 

Martyr, set half a mile outside the village, 

adjoins Barrow Court.  In the 1890s the 

Gibbs, who lived in the Court and were 

Anglo-Catholic, restored the church in a 

highly ornate Tractarian style.  A riot of 

colour and ornamentation, it is lovingly 

cared for by parishioners and villagers 

alike.  Set in its own churchyard, it 

remains open during daylight hours.  The 

resident team of bellringers ring on 

Sundays, Wednesdays and special 

occasions.  The bells are also very popular 

with visiting teams.  
 

Flax Bourton 

The Parish Church of St Michael 

and All Angels, on the A370, is a 

small Saxon building with medieval 

and Victorian additions.  It was 

extensively reordered in the 1980s 

and early 2000s to create a flexible 

space which suits a wide variety of 

liturgical and secular events.  It hosts 

the annual Harvest Supper, Burns 

Night, monthly community lunches, 

art and craft exhibitions, concerts 

and, several times each year, acts as a 

classroom for school children to 

learn about church life.  Set in its own 

small churchyard, it also regularly 

remains open during the day-time. 
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THE DIOCESE AND DEANERY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our vision speaks of the story of Jesus; 

his life, teaching and work, his death and 

resurrection; the story which is the 

context of our faith and the content of 

our message. 

We seek to live this story as disciples of 

Jesus Christ in the world and to tell it, 

both in sharing the good news and by 

the way in which our lives speak about 

Him. 

The diocesan strategy is built around 

three priorities: 

1. To place mission and evangelism at 
the heart of all we do; 
 

2. To re-align our resources towards 
mission;  
 

3. To identify, develop and release the 
gifts of all our people.  

 

The priorities provide a framework for 

decision-making and planning at parish, 

benefice, deanery, archdeaconry and 

diocesan levels. 

 

 

From the Area Dean and his team 

The twenty-five parishes of Portishead 
Deanery have set themselves a 
challenging deanery plan to:  

• Visit all occupants of new-build 
housing at an early stage; 

• Increase the quality and quantity of 
our ministry to children, young people 
and young adults; 

• Tell our mission stories better in order 
to help and support each other. 

These three areas give us our agendas 
for synod and chapter meetings. We aim 
to make significant progress in these 
directions in the next three years.  

We are currently discussing whether to 
focus on a new, fourth strand because 
the new-build housing has temporarily 
slowed down.  

We have a working strapline of: 
‘Because we work better together’. We 
strongly believe that we do. 

There is a fresh deanery mission and 
pastoral group leading the process and 
the three of us are relatively recent 
appointments.  

We look forward to welcoming and 
working with the new Rector of Long 
Ashton with Barrow Gurney and Flax 
Bourton very much.  

Rob Norman (Lay Dean)  
Steve Tilley (Area Dean)  
Lesley Farrell (Deanery Secretary) 

 

 
In response to God’s immense love 

for us we seek to be God’s people 

living and telling the story of Jesus 
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OUR FINAL WORD 

Now that you have read this Profile, we sincerely hope it will encourage you to apply.  

 
We have been excited by the opportunity this vacancy has given us and believe that we 

can together achieve our vision for our Benefice.  

 
In five years’ time, alongside and among us, our new Rector will have: 

• Developed diversity and fresh direction in our churches; 

• Encouraged continued growth in our Christian communities; 

• Given and received in equal measure; 

• Had a lot of fun; 

• Made hundreds of new friends. 

 

Please consider joining us on this journey, one you will not make alone but with us and 

with our prayer, support, care and friendship.  

 


